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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
26 July 2020      9:00 A.M. 

 

Welcome!   We are happy you chose to spend this time here 

today.  We are a Christ-centered fellowship of believers from 

many backgrounds and from all ages.  We want to make a 

difference in our world by sharing the message of God’s love 

with as many people as possible. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

We love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let the 

little children come to me.”  When babies need to cry loudly, the 

Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a good place 

for them to let it all out.  Then come back so we can all worship 

together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   We think it is wonderful when people want to receive Holy 

Communion, and we long for the day when all believers will be 

able to commune together.  Until then, we intend to follow the 

loving and Biblical teaching that those who commune together are 

to have expressed their unity in faith beforehand.  We are eager to 

explain all our teachings so people can compare them with the 

Bible and, if there is agreement, commune with us after that time. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  You may find a 

ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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Pre-worship Pondering —Martin Luther 

Yours over all shall be the praise and thanks of ev'ry nation, 
And all the world with joy shall raise the voice of exultation. 
For You will judge the earth, O Lord; You will not let sin flourish. 
Your people's pasture is Your Word, their souls to feed and nourish, 

in righteous paths to keep them. 

 

The “Common” Service 

 
Worship Theme God’s Word Imparts His Kingdom 

 
Hymn #256* (stanza 1,3,4) 

 

1.  O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. 
 

Refrain   Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

“How great Thou art!  How great Thou art!” 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, 

“How great Thou art!  How great Thou art! 
 

3.  And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

that on the cross my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin.   Refrain 
 

4.  When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

and there proclaim:  

“My God, how great Thou art!”  Refrain 
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Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
Confession and Absolution 
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins to God our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 

sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, 

and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good.  For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 

His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, 

as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive You 

all Your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
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P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
Song of Praise #262 (stanza 1) 

 

1. All glory be to God alone, forevermore the highest one, 

who did our sinful race befriend 

and grace and peace to us extend. 

Among mankind may His good will 

all hearts with deep thanksgiving fill. 
 

      P:  The Lord be with you.    

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Almighty God, we thank You for planting in us the seed of Your 

Word.  By Your Holy Spirit help us to receive Your Word with joy 

and to bring forth fruits of faith, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 
 

Epistle Lesson Romans 8:18-25 
18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing 

with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19The creation waits 

in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For 

the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 

choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 

decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of 

God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as 

in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not 
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only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as 

sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were 

saved.  But hope that is seen is no hope at all.  Who hopes for 

what he already has? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet 

have, we wait for it patiently. 

P:   You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse of the Day Deuteronomy 30:14 

P:   Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  The Word is very near you; it is in your 

mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.  Alleluia! 

 
 

Gospel Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

P: The Holy Gospel for today is from Matthew 13. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the 

lake. 2Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into 

a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 
3Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer 

went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some 

fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell 

on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up 

quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came 

up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they 

had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 

choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 

produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
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sown. 9He who has ears, let him hear.    18Listen then to what 

the parable of the sower means: 19When anyone hears the 

message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the 

evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.  

This one is the path on whom the seed was sown. 20The one 

who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who 

hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21But since he 

has no root, he lasts only a short time.  When trouble or 

persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 
22The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is 

the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and 

the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23But 

the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man 

who hears the word and understands it.  He produces a crop, 

yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 

P:  You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Nicene Creed   

   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is,     seen and unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

being with the Father.  Through Him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 

fully human.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended 
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into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

His kingdom will have no end. 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with 

the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
Hymn of the Day #544 (stanza 3-5) 

 

3. The sower sows; his reckless love 

scatters abroad the goodly seed, 

intent alone that there may be 

the wholesome loaves that people need. 
 

4. Though some be snatched and some be scorched 

and some be choked and matted flat, 

the sower sows; his heart cries out, 

“Oh, what of that, and what of that?” 
 

5. Preach you the Word and plant it home 

and never faint;  the Harvest-Lord 

who gave the sower seed to sow 

will watch and tend His planted Word. 

 
Sermon Isaiah 55:10-11 
10As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 

not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud 

and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for 

the eater, 11so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will 
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not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 

achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

Watch What God’s Powerful, Effective Word Does 
 

Create in Me 

 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not 

into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
A note about Holy Communion to all communicants: Members of 

our sister churches in the WELS & ELS are welcome to participate 

with members of St. John’s.  Remain seated.  The elements of Holy 
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Communion will be brought to you.  Try not to touch the hand of the 

elder or the pastor.  Make a cup with both hands to receive the bread.  

Receive your individual cup from the bottom with one hand.  An 

assistant will receive your empty cup. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you.   C (sings): And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.       C:  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 

give You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and now we confess that You, with 

Your Son and the Holy Spirit, are one God and one Lord, and we 

acknowledge You as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.  

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

Your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 

C (sings): Holy,  holy,  holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: 

heav’n and earth are full of Your glory!    

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!    

Blessed is He, blessed is He,  

blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 

 
Jesus’ Words of Institution  and  Distribution 

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      

C (sings): Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  

C (sings): O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world.  Have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world.  Have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world.  Grant us Your peace.  Amen. 

 

Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)  

C (sings): Lord, now You let Your servant    

depart in peace according to Your Word,    

for my eyes have seen Your salvation,  

which You have prepared before the face of all people,  

a Light to lighten the Gentiles  

and the Glory of Your people Israel. 

 
Thanksgiving and Prayer 

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

C (sings): and His mercy endures forever. 

P: O God the Father, You are the Fount and Source of every good 

thing, and You have been generous with us in the things of this life.  

Yet what we needed even more than things was a Savior from sin.  

So, in Your loving kindness, You sent Your one and only Son into the 

flesh.  We thank You that for Jesus’ sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in Your Word and now once again in this Sacrament.  

And we ask You not to forsake us, Your children, but evermore to 

rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit.  Then, with You in 

charge of us, we will be able to serve You constantly, through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with His favor 

and grant you His  peace. 

 
 
Hymn #319* 

1. On my heart imprint Your image, blessed Jesus, King of 

grace, that life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

have no pow’r to hide Your face. 

This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, 

is my life, my hope’s foundation, and my glory and salvation. 

 
Proverbs of the Week 

A righteous man cares for the needs of his animal, but the 

kindest acts of the wicked are cruel. (Proverbs 12:10) 

An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man 

escapes trouble. (Proverbs 12:13) 

The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to 

advice. (Proverbs 12:15) 

A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man 

overlooks an insult. (Proverbs 12:16) 

Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise 

brings healing. (Proverbs 12:18) 

The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in those who are 

truthful. (Proverbs 12:22) 

An anxious heart weighs a man down, but a kind word cheers 

him up. (Proverbs 12:25) 

Wise children heed their father's instruction, but a mocker does 

not listen to rebuke. (Proverbs 13:1) 
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SERVING THE LORD AND US 
July 26, 2020 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Bob Wolff 
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross, Doug Zabel 
Flower Committee for July:  Nancy Zimmermann and Georgene Arndt 
Our LES Teachers:  
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Attendance last week 
Sunday Morning Worship– 62 

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk 

or by email or U.S. Mail. 
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BIRTHDAYS this week are; Mary Doty, William Stiene, Rick 
Breuer, Ben Hinck, Shar Yorde, Aaron Hoyer, Jillian Hoyer, Nathan 
Olson, Joyce Packard, Harold Peters, Allan Holtan, Kay Klock, Lorie 
Roschen, Brady Balow, Ron Gnotke and Joe Rahrman.  Please send 
corrections and additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 pm 
at 345-3523 or email office@stjohnslakecity.com. 
 

LAST SUNDAY OFFERING   This month’s offering is designated for 
the Lutheran Chapel of the Air (see next), the regular radio broadcasts 
from our area WELS congregations.  Gifts from members of St. John’s 
should be made payable to St. John’s.  Our bookkeeper will combine all 
gifts and send one check. 
 

Lutheran Chapel of the Air   In 2020 we will mark 60 years since the 

LCofA began broadcasting worship services over the radio.  Many hearts 

and homes have been reached with the gospel during those decades.  

Two years ago we made a change to become more financially stable and 

went from broadcasting on two radio stations down to one, KCUE 1250 

AM on Sundays at 9:00 A.M.  Without any measurable numbers, it is 

probably safe to say we have been blessed to have our audience grow in 

recent months due to COVID-19 and because people were unable to 

attend worship for at least three months.  At the same time our financial 

gifts have decreased because COVID-19 has affected our regular sources 

of income—Wise Penny Thrift Store and congregational special 

offerings.  We would appreciate any extra support during this time.  The 

cost to broadcast a service each week is $75.  Thank you for your prayers 

and support as we continue to share the gospel especially with those who 

are unable to attend worship at this time. 
 

GARAGE SALE UPDATE   The garage sale committee has been 
meeting regularly to make plans for the garage sale in September. 
Right now the plan is to continue moving forward with the event.  
We are taking all precautions to ensure the safety of everyone 
involved.  If the 100 mile garage sale is cancelled we have a place to 
store all materials collected.  Please continue to bring your items to 
school and we will keep everyone updated as we move forward. 
 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com


Page 14 

Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
July 26, 2020 – August 2, 2020 

Sunday 
   9:00 AM   Worship with masks 

and Communion 
   9:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on ch 18 

 

Monday 
  2:00 PM   Caring Hands Quilters 
  5:00 PM   Altar Guild Meeting 
 

Tuesday 
  8:00 AM until Noon   Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
  7:00 PM   Evangelism Committee 

Meeting 
 

Wednesday 
  8:00 AM until Noon   Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 

   7:00 PM   Rebroadcast of 
Sunday’s service ch 18 

 

Thursday 
  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
 

Friday & Saturday 
 

Sunday 
   9:00 AM   Worship with masks 
   9:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on local ch 18 

 
OUR CHURCH LIBRARY   has received an overhaul.  All books 

have been inventoried and are ready to be checked out.  The 
Administrative Board approved a second wall of built-in bookcases, a 
new ceiling, and a new light fixture.  All of the labor for these tasks 
was donated.  Two grants and a generous thank offering was given 
for the materials.  THANK YOU Lyle, Gary, Marjean, Kay, Terry, Judy, 
Beth Kae, and anonymous donors.  Check out your new library.  
Check out a book by writing your name on the card in the back and 
leaving the card in the little box.  If you would like a book delivered 
to you, please call the church office.  Our Pastor is happy to 
recommend a book or two for you. 
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WINDOWS AND SIDING.  As recommended in the quarterly 
report, the voters approved the replacement of five windows on the 
NE corner of the school building at a cost of $6500.  It was noted that 
we have a number of members who watch for special projects like 
this to contribute to.  Gifts for these five windows are now invited; 
they are welcomed with gratitude to the Lord for working care and 
generosity in His people.  We will pay for the rest of this project from 
the contingency fund.      The quarterly report also noted that the 
siding on the church offices and the school needs to be replaced.  
This project is on hold for up to a year.  We can proceed with this 
project as soon as we receive the needed $25,000.  Then the 
quarterly report noted that all of the windows in the school and in 
the church offices need to be replaced, but this project is on hold for 
up to two years.  We can proceed with this project as soon as we 
receive the needed $45,000. 

 

YOUNG PERSON SETS GOOD EXAMPLE   Ever since St. 
John’s began in 1888, it has been a mission-minded 
congregation.  In 1964 a mission organization was formed 
within our WELS to encourage our sister mission churches that 
are just starting out.  St. John’s participates in this mission 
organization and asked for a mission church that we could lift 
up in prayer and lift up with words of encouragement and 
sometimes gifts.  Our Befriend a Mission (BAM) church is Good 
News Lutheran in Lehi, Utah.  Good News just had their first 
youth confirmation ever.  There was one confirmand, the 
pastor’s son Eliott.  The pastor and his wife were concerned 
about putting the new congregation into what could be an 
awkward situation of giving gifts to their son.  (We might think 
they were more concerned about this than they needed to be, 
but we don’t know the culture of that community or of that 
congregation.)  So the parents talked with Eliott about other 
options.  On his own Eliott came up with the idea of forwarding 
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any confirmation gifts he might receive from his own congregation 
to “the congregation in Minnesota that has been so nice to us.”  
Eliott had a younger sister whom Jesus already took home to 
heaven.  As a result of the Holy Spirit’s saving work in Baptism, the 
Heiderich family will someday get to enjoy a reunion with little 
Helena.  Recently Eliott sent his confirmation gifts to St. John’s in 
memory of Helena to help us with our gospel ministry.  We’ve put 
these gifts into our memorial fund until we decide how best to 
honor the memory of little Helena.  In the meantime, what do you 
think about trying to help Eliott with a life lesson?  Many of us 
have already learned over and over that when we put ourselves 
out for the Lord’s kingdom, He multiplies His blessings in our lives.  
If you are moved by Eliott’s good example, talk to Pastor Cordes 
about ways we might be able to encourage young Eliott Heiderich. 
 

Lessons on the Liturgy 
Q: “On Communion Sundays why do we cover the communion 

vessels with a white cloth?”   

A: The cloth is white to remind us of God’s holiness.  Those 
who receive Holy Communion are declared holy by the 
Lord—all their sins are removed.  We cover the communion 
vessels to remind ourselves that the meaning of the 
Sacrament would have remained hidden unless revealed by 
the Lord.  (The Bible term for something hidden that God 
reveals is “mystery”).  When it’s time for Communion, the 
pastor removes the white cloth (veil) and also unveils the 
meaning of the Lord’s Supper by reciting the words Jesus 
spoke on the night He instituted Holy Communion.    After 
the Sacrament the pastor covers the vessels again as a 
reminder that God purposely veils His glory, keeping it 
hidden from most eyes, revealing it only through His Word 
and Sacraments.  This is where He wants to be found. 


